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East Amwell Township Elementary School

Homeroom Parent Guidelines
2010-2011

Thank you for volunteering to be a homeroom parent. The teachers, staff, and PTO recognize how valuable your time is and what a great asset you are to our school. We appreciate your time and effort.  
These guidelines are intended to help you understand your role in the classroom and your responsibilities.  Each classroom from Pre-K through 6th grade is assigned 2 classroom parents that work together as a team.  All parents must be approved by the Board of Education prior to their appointment. 

Role & Responsibilities

Your role as a homeroom parent is to be a resource for the teacher and the parents.  In this role you will act as a:
· Classroom assistant to the Teacher helping when needed with classroom activities. 

· Recruiter of volunteers for classroom activities.
· Communications link between the teacher, the parents and the PTO. 

Teachers in grades Pre-K through 3rd grade will require more of your help than the older grades.  Please consult with your teacher to find out if there are any individual areas where you can assist them. Remember that all class activities are teacher-driven and are determined by class needs.
Being a homeroom parent is a commitment and your teacher depends on your involvement.  If you are unable to fulfill that commitment notify the PTO so we can find a replacement for you. 
Classroom Parties

Your teacher will determine the number of classroom parties held throughout the year. Typically, all classes in the same grade level hold parties on the same date and time.  In general the higher grade levels hold fewer parties than the lower grades. 

Teachers determine the activities they would like to have for each party.  Some teachers may want you make a craft.  Others may want you to read the class a book, play a game, or perform some other activity.   Keep in mind that most parties should be limited to one-period (about 40 minutes), and plan accordingly.

You should discuss with your teacher when they would like to have parties, what types of activities they prefer and what types of food they allow. 
You, and your co-parent, can determine which method of obtaining items for parties works best for you.  You can ask each family to provide items for every party; you can ask families to donate for one party each; or you can ask for money and purchase items yourself.  A few things to keep in mind are:

· Some parents are not able to attend classroom events and providing homemade goods is one way that they feel they contribute to the classroom.

· The PTO does not fund classroom parties – all funds must come from the class families.

· Don’t make a request for money that covers the entire year – ask for separate donations for each party.

· Try to keep the cost of parties reasonable, and be considerate of the amount of money you solicit throughout the year. However, don’t feel obligated to pay for items yourself.
· If you request parents to donate money to fund a party, that request must be separate from any request for money that goes towards a teacher’s gift. 
Teacher Gifts
The PTO only recognizes two occasions for which teacher gifts should be solicited; Winter Holiday and End-of-Year.   As with party expenses, keep the cost of teacher gifts reasonable.
· Do not purchase a gift in advance with the intent of collecting a specific amount of money.

· Request for money to purchase a gift must be separate from any request to fund classroom parties. Do not ask for a single donation that covers both the gift and party items. 
· Do not ask for a specific amount.  If necessary you can suggest a range. For example; “We suggest a donation of $3 to $10”.

· Realize that for a variety of reasons, every family may not want to contribute towards a teacher’s gift.  If they do not contribute after your first request, do not badger them for a contribution.
· All children must be recognized as having contributed whether, or not, the family contributed. 

· If a card is presented to the Teacher from the class, all students must be asked to sign it.
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